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$10,000 to battle drunk driving
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NARRAGANSETT - For those gathered yesterday on the steps of the Narragansett police station, the message was simple:
when it comes to drunk driving, enough is enough.

Several state and iocal officials met to announce a $10,000 state grant to the Narragansett Police Department to combat drunk
driving.

The news conference marked the five-month anniversary of the death of 13-year-old Katie DeCubellis, a local eighth grader
killed in a car accident on Route 4 that police contend was caused by a drunk driver.

We've declared war on drunk driving in this state. This is a war we can win. There's no reason we should have any more
deaths from drunk driving, said William D. Ankner, director of the state Department of Transportation.

Police Chief John W. O'Donnell Jr. said the money will be used to assign extra officers to patrol for drunk drivers and to target
underage drinking.

Specifically, the department will use the money to crack down on house parties, stake out liquor stores and bars for underage
drinkers, mail pamphlets to residents and provide pre-prom education sessions, O'Donnell said.

The funds come from a pool of federal money restricted for highway safety use.

There is a tendency for more underage drinking to occur in the summer season. This money will help make this a much safer
spring and summer as we go, Ankner said.

Several at the news conference took time to lobby for support of legislation currently before the state House of
Representatives to lower the drunk-driving limit.

The bill would lower the legal blood alcohol limit from.10 percent to.08 percent. It would also tighten the penalties for driving
drunk.

A first-time offender who registers between.08 and.10 would face a $100 fine, a three-month loss of driver's license and 10
hours of community service.

The more intoxicated the ith drivers registering.15 and above facing a $500 fine, a six- month license suspension and up to a
year in jail.

Repeat offenders, including those who register.08, would face mandatory jail time.

Last year, similar legislation cruised through the state Senate bdt was halted in the House after restaurateurs and bar owners
waged an intensive lobbying campaign.

At that time, several House members argued that most alcohol- related fatalities involve drivers with a blood alcohol
concentration well above.08 or.09.

Lowering the limit, they said, would turn social drinkers into criminals.

According to figures from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, a 137-pound woman would have to drink three
glasses of wine in an hour, on an empty stomach, to reach.08. A 170-pound man would have to drink five glasses.

University of Rhode Island President Robert Carothers yesterday urged the hospitality industry to demonstrate their
responsibility to the people of this state and support the.08 legislation.

ltis really the influence of the hospitality industry in Rhode Island that will make or break this bill. Those individuals hold the
political key to making Rhode Isiand a safer place for all of us, he said.

But Katie's father, John DeCubellis, and Richard Morsilli - a Warwick man whose son Todd was killed by a drunk driver 17
years ago, took a different tack

Both men expressed frustration with those on the House Judiciary Committee who don't seem to care about the.08 legislation,
and they urged local voters to make their voices heard about the bill.
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DeCubellis strongly criticized Rep. Donald J. Lally Jr., D-South Kingstown, Narragansett, who in the past has voted against
the .08 bill. DeCubellis asked all voters to contact their representatives and voice their support for the legislation.

We put them in office, and we can remove them from office.... Remind them of that.... Please, piease make a difference. Do
not cause any family to undergo what we've had to undergo, DeCubeliis said.
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