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Letter from the President, Joel S. Chase  
 We are rapidly approaching the 9-year anniversary of 
the KDMF and it continues to be both exciting and gratify-
ing to watch our Foundation grow.  While our initial Board 
focused primarily on the Narragansett area, today we 
reach statewide and beyond.  John and Meg DeCubellis 
not only continue to speak at many schools throughout 
the four corners of our State, but also have spoken in 
other states, including Pennsylvania, Nevada, North 
Carolina, and Delaware .They have spoken to more than 
80,000 students, parents and other adults at middle 
schools, high schools, colleges, universities and air force 
bases to generate awareness of the dangers of drunk 
driving and substance abuse. 
 The KDMF has now given out and pledged between 
$200,000 and $250,000 in scholarships, prizes and dona-
tions.  The number of scholarships offered by the Founda-
tion has also increased, adding the ñMake A Differenceò 
Scholarship and ñNobodyôs Glory . . . Everybodyôs Gainò 
Scholarship to our ongoing ñVictim Reliefò and ñMemorialò 
Scholarships.  Distribution of our award-winning video 
collection entitled ñThe Deadly Consequences of Drunk 
Drivingò continues to grow nationally, being made avail-
able to schools, libraries, community groups and law en-
forcement agencies.  It has also been used as a manda-
tory part of the curriculum for all R.I. Driverôs Education 
Classes.  Participation in our recent 5

th
 Annual Creative 

Writing Contest exploded statewide with 147 submis-
sions, almost tripling the number of participants in each of 
the past two years.  These numbers and a well-attended 
awards ceremony at the Warwick Mall are proof positive 
that our message is reaching our young men and women. 
 The Foundation has also donated $50,000 to the Nar-
ragansett Library, dedicating the childrenôs room in Katieôs 
honor in an effort to support education and the services 
the library provides to the community.  In addition, the 
KDMF has pledged $100,000 to support construction of 
the Student-Athlete Development Center at URI.  The 
grant will specifically support establishment of the  
Academic Advising & Counseling Center, one of three 
components of the Student-Athlete Development Center 
that will support the various facets of the KDMF mission 
and objectives. 
 Many thanks to the Board, to our volunteers and to all 
of you who continue to pledge your time and your finan-
cial support so that we can make a difference.  With your 
help, we will continue to grow and to reach as many indi-
viduals as we can by promoting youth leadership, sup-
porting education and generating public awareness of the 
dangers of drunk driving and substance abuse. 
 
    Joel S. Chase 
    President 

 Inspired by mission of the KDMF, a gracious donation 
of $100,000 was made to the University of Rhode Island, 
as a part of the URIôs Making a Difference Campaign. 
This donation will support the construction of a state-of-
the art Student Athlete Develop-
ment Center, specifically the es-
tablishment of an Academic Ad-
vising & Counseling Center. 
 On the evening of April 9

th
 in 

front of a packed Keaney Gym, 
John and Meg presented their 
donation to an ever thankful 
crowd of students, student-
athletes and the public. Following 
the presentation of their gift, John 
and Meg shared Katieôs story and 
spoke on the importance of acting 

responsibly and making good decisions. John explained 
to the crowd that this donation is a way of keeping Katieôs 
legacy and spirit alive. He added how pleased he was to 
have this opportunity ñthat encompasses every facet of 

the KDMF's mission to pro-
mote youth leadership, support 
education and generate public 
awareness of the dangers of 
drunk driving and substance 
abuse.ò Sponsored by both the 
URIôs Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee and the Office of 
Greek Life, the event was a 
great success and yet one 
more way Katieôs life still 
shines in our community.  

Donation to the University of Rhode Island  



 ñA Night to Rememberò is what Billy Horan and 
Caitlyn Canetti called their Senior Project at  
Narragansett High School. It was a year long project in-
tended to teach them about running a fundraiser from 
start to finish. It took place on April 17

th
 at Spain Restau-

rant in Narragansett, and it was a huge success.  
 KDMF was delighted to be the recipient of the pro-
ceeds from this fabulous event which featured a light din-
ner, silent auction, live auction, and even a speech by 
Attorney General Patrick Lynch.  
 Everyone in attendance was amazed at the profes-
sional job that these two high school seniors did for a lo-
cal organization within their community. As Meg DeCubel-
lis stated ñIt is heartwarming to see two young people go-
ing out of their way to make a difference. This week is 
spring vacation and most kids are away. But, Billy and 
Caitlyn have been tying up loose ends and organizing this 
incredible event. They may see this as an event to raise 
money, but it also raises awareness among the commu-
nity as 
well as 
their 
peers.  
We can-
not 
thank 
them  
enough. 

A Night to Remember  

From Left to Right:  Meg DeCubellis, Caitlyn Canetti,  
John DeCubellis and Billy Horan  

E-Mails  

 As a student of the Narragansett Pier School, Katie 
played an active role in school activities including athlet-
ics.  In order to honor her memory, the DeCubellis family 
created the Katie DeCubellis Memorial Sportsmanship 
Award.  This award is given to one male and one female 
8

th
 grade athlete who display leadership, integrity, and 

sportsmanship on and off the playing field.  Recipients are 
chosen by the Pier School coaches and athletic staff. 
 
 Because of their good character and conduct, to-
gether with their outstanding athletic ability, Jaclyn 
 Iannucci and Steve Smith were chosen as the 2008  
recipients.  Jaclyn has participated in three sports - Soc-
cer, Basketball and Track.  Steve was also a three-sport 
athlete competing in Cross Country, Basketball and 
Track. These two students will surely make their mark in 
high school both on and off the playing field. Please join 
the foundation in congratulating them on this prestigious 
award. 

Sportsmanship Award  

Meg and John, 
 My name is Meghan and I am a sophomore at the 
University of Rhode Island. I am on the field hockey team 
and was at your presentation last night. I am emailing you 
to let you know how much I appreciated you taking time to 
speak at our University, and to tell you that I want to get 
involved. I have been to many presentations like the one 
you both did, but I have never felt so connected as I did 
last night. You guys didn't lecture us or tell us not to drink, 
instead you told your life story and spoke to us as adults. I 
am truly grateful for that. I really want to give back to your 
foundation in any way possible; I just want to get involved. 
I know that your schedules are packed, but the first thing I 
would like to do is possibly have you speak at my high 
school in New York. Throughout my high school career, 
we have had several students pass away from drinking 
and driving, and it needs to stop now. Please email me 
back when you have a few extra minutes, or call me.  
Again, I just want to thank you. We need more people in 
the world like you two. I look forward to hearing from you! 
     ~ Meghan  
Hello, 
    My name is Amanda and I am a senior at Lincoln High 
School. Recently I was able to be in the audience during 
the presentation about Katie and drunk driving. I just 
wanted to say that I thought the presentation was out-
standing, and I hope it has affected other students to real-
ize the consequences of drunk driving. I cannot imagine 
the pain and suffering that the DeCubellis family must 
continue to feel, but I think that it is amazing that they do 
such a great job of trying to let others know about the ef-
fects of drunk driving. I recently was hit head-on by a 
drunk driver, who was only 20 years old. Luckily I am fine, 
but it makes me want to become more involved in making 
other people aware of this danger.  
 Once again I would just like to say that the presenta-
tion was great, and it definitely makes me want to become 
more involved in making others aware of the   
consequences of their actions.  

 

Cranston West Class of 2008 and their advisor 
Holly Meyer displaying a plaque in the high school 
lobby supporting the foundation and itôs efforts.  

   


