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Letter from the President, Joel S. Chase  
 Dedication.  On Sunday, November 9 we dedicated 
our Garden of Hope And Remembrance; however, I 
would like to take this opportunity to talk about a different 
kind of dedication. 
 On the evening of April 5, 2000, our Foundation held 
its first Board of Directors Meeting.  It lasted almost three 
hours.  In addition to our Executive Director, John 
DeCubellis, an initial Board of 19 directors was elected 
that evening.  I am proud to report that, almost nine years 
later, ten of the original nineteen are still serving on the 
Board --- Jeff Chase, Joel Chase, Meg DeCubellis, Deb 
Harig, Carl Levin, Dave Meyer, Tom Regan, Steve Rodio, 
Ken Rosbottom and Lori Winter. 
 Dedication!  I salute you all for your continued dedica-
tion, your ongoing commitment to a foundation that, in its 
first decade, has done so much for so many. 

 Although they are still part of the KDMF ñFamilyò, the 
other original Board Members have had to resign their 
positions over the years for reasons of job, travel, family 
and others.  We can never say enough about their dedi-
cation, their support and contributions to the KDMF 
throughout its infancy.  They all have helped to keep our 
mission alive and nourished it with their ideas, their sup-
port and their love. 
 To those who may be interested, we currently have 
Board vacancies to fill and we invite you to contact us if 
you have an interest in serving. 
 To those who currently serve, you truly do make a 
difference.  Thank you all for your dedication. 
 
     Joel S. Chase  
     President  

Garden of Hope and Remembrance  

 Amidst blustery but sunny skies, Katieôs Garden of 
Hope and Remembrance was dedicated on November 
9

th
. John and Meg thanked numerous people who had 

volunteered their time and efforts to complete this large 
undertaking. 
 Under the twisted vine arch by metal smith Bob Joyal 
of Robertôs Custom Metal, Father Marcel Taillon blessed 
the garden as hundreds of people watched. Soon after 
the ribbon cutting ceremony, on-lookers searched the 
sitting wall and walking path for the bricks which they 
had dedicated in memory of their families and loved ones. 
 Thanks to all those who have participated in this pro-
ject, as well as those who have purchased bricks. We will 
be adding more engraved bricks to the walking paths in 
the spring. 
 Please check our website www.kdmf.org for more 
information on this project as well as the Pro Jo video 
by Sandor Bodo and photos by our resident  
photographer, Stacey Howard. 

http://www.kdmf.org/


Dear DeCubellis Family, 
 I would just like to say that I was very touched by the 
story about your daughter. After sitting in a driver's ed 
class these last few weeks (my last class being this past 
Wednesday) it really taught me a lot about the decisions 
that I have made and are going to make in the future. The 
last 3 classes of driver's ed were strictly about alcohol and 
the effects it can have on a person. The 3 video series of 
your daughter and Marsha were shown in our last 3 
classes and they were very touching.  
 I was only 7 years old when the accident had oc-
curred so I did not know much about what happened 
since I was so young. But now watching these videos I 
will never forget what had happened to your daughter 
even though it was some years now since that occurred. I 
think it is a great thing that those videos were created in 
memory of your daughter. I got teary-eyed and I got the 
chills when I watched each of those videos and I kept sit-
ting there thinking "What if this happened to someone 
who meant so much to me" and I don't know how I would 
be able to deal with it. It really touched me greatly, and as 
I start to learn how to drive once I receive my permit on 
my birthday, and once I get my license next January, I am 
going to keep this story in my head for the rest of my life, 
and be a very aware driver of the other drivers out on the 
road.  
 I would like to thank you for sharing your story with 
others, and to help others become aware of situations 
that could occur out on the road. I am going to share this 
story with other people I know that do not know about this 
tragedy so they can make good choices too when it 
comes to driving under the influence. I am so sorry for 
your loss and your daughter is now in my prayers every 
night, ever since I learned about this tragedy. I love how 
you are still keeping your daughter alive through this  
foundation and I hope to be involved in one of the races 
very soon and to donate money to this foundation. Please 
stay strong, and Katie will always be in my prayers,  
forever. 
 
    Sincerely, 
    Julieann H 
    A 10th Grader at NKHS 

9th Annual Katie DeCubellis  
Golf Tournament and Auction  

Emails Received  

The 9th Annual Katie 
DeCubellis Golf Tournament 
and Auction was held at Val-
ley Country Club on 
Monday, September 15, 
2008.  The weather was per-
fect as the golfers tee-off un-
der sunny skies. At the con-
clusion of the competition, 
players and guests were 
treated to a delicious buffet 
dinner. Prizes were awarded 
to the top four teams, menôs 
and womenôs closest to the 
pin, and longest drives.   
 
As usual, the silent auction 

themed baskets were  
gorgeous with baskets ranging from weekend get-a-ways 
to Block Island and Newport as well as tickets to PPAC 
with dinner.  Approximately 75 raffle prizes were also 
awarded to the lucky ticket holders.  
 
Thanks to all involved in the planning of this very  
successful event.  

HELP US GO GREEN 

As we try to become more ñGREENò, we 
would like to e -mail as many newsletters as 

possible to cut down on the printing and 
mailing of  paper newsletters.  

 

PLEASEéSend us your e-mail address 
through our website www.kdmf.org  .  

Thank You!  

 

KDMF Video Collection  
Update  

 More then four (4) years ago, on April 4, 2004, that the 
KDMF premiered its award winning video series entitled, ñThe 
Deadly Consequences of Drunk Drivingò. To date, this collection 
of three (3) educational videos continues to be one of the 
KDMFôs most ambitious and successful projects. In October, 
2004, the KDMF teamed up with Ocean State Job Lot and 
through its support and generosity, offered a complimentary 
copy of its video collection to every Rhode Island high school, 
university and college. The videos continue to be used in their 
school health and/or counseling programs and pre-prom assem-
blies. Moreover, the videos have become a mandatory part of 
the curriculum for all Rhode Island Drivers Education classes. 
 In May 2006, the KDMF offered a complimentary copy of 
the video series to every public library in Rhode Island. Now, 
any interested person has the opportunity to borrow the videos 
from its local library. 
 Of course, the KDMF is even more excited that the use of 
the videos has expanded well beyond Rhode Island. In fact, 
presently, most of the KDMFôs distribution of the videos is out-
side this State. Hundreds and hundreds of the videos are pres-
ently being used by students, parents, drivers education schools 
and instructors, law enforcement agencies and educators 
throughout the Country.  
 Most recently, the KDMF has again joined with Ocean State 
Job Lot, which has generously agreed to finance the distribution 

Continued on next page  

http://www.kdmf.org/

